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René Custers 
Regulatory & responsible research manager 



Principes 

 Policy statement op website en intranet VIB 

 

 Arbeidsreglement 



VIB employment regulations 



VIB definition of research misconduct 

Scientific misconduct or misconduct in science means fabrication of data, 
falsification (e.g. through the undisclosed selection and suppression of 
unwanted results or through the manipulation of a representation or 
illustration), plagiarism, or other practices that seriously deviate from 
those that are commonly accepted within the scientific community for 
proposing, conducting, or reporting research. It does not include honest 
error or honest differences in interpretations or judgments of data. 



Structuren & rollen 

• Research Integrity Officer 

• Geen vaste CWI, expertcomite indien nodig 

 

• Rol RIO 

• Meldpunt, uitrollen procedure, preliminary 
investigation 

• Uitbouwen beleid 

• Rol directie 

• Sanctionering 

 



Interactie met univs 

• Joint venture structuur 

• Onderlinge afstemming en informatie-uitwisseling 

• Een van de twee instellingen leidend in de 
procedure 

• Gezamenlijke besluitvorming 



Procedure 

Step 1: Preliminary investigation 

 Interviews, fact finding 

 Report 

Step 2: Full investigation (committee of peers) 

 Interviews, fact finding 

 Report 

Management decisions 

 Sanctions 

 Correction of scientific 
record 

Misconduct               clear 

 

Not clear 

Step 0: Notification/complaint admissible? 
A complaint needs to be 
specific and substantiated 



VIB guideline on (un)acceptable manipulation 
of scientific images 



Auteurschapsrichtlijen 



How to create a fraud-free research 
environment 

1. Always check references 

2. Avoid loners or ‘lone wolfs’ 

3. Hold weekly lab meetings 

4. Look at raw data 

5. Require detail in lab notebooks 

6. Use electronic lab notebooks (ELN) 

7. Be attentive to signs of tension or stress 

8. Create open channels of communication 

9. Follow the rules 



Bewustmaking, sensibilisering 



Opleiding 

• Research ethics course 

• Smart research design & statistics 

• Bio-informatics statistics courses 

• Correct manipulation of scientific images 


